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The BGI Accelerator - Building Global Innovators, was the entity selected to lead the new 

Collaborative Laboratory (CoLAB) Foodlab - Collaborative Laboratory for sustainable food 

production systems. 
 

5th July de 2019 

Lisbon, Portugal 

 

 

The FoodLAB CoLAB, starting next September, will bring together institutions and companies to work on 

thematic issues relevant to advanced food production techniques with potential for carbon 

sequestration. The goal is to create a collaborative laboratory where various technologies can be tested 

(by large companies and emerging companies including startups) to improve food production processes 

in terms of CO2 mitigation, zero use of artificial chemicals, environmental impact and efficiency of the 

entire value chain. From the seed to the distribution of the products to the final consumer, the objective 

is to create biological products with low environmental impact and accessible to the growing population. 

Approved on 4 July by the Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT), this CoLAB is one of the five 

promoted by the Portuguese Government in the 3rd lot, and is born following the problems that Portugal 

and Europe have faced in climate change, with serious consequences and impact at the level of the 

productive value chain and food processing, as well as in the development of chains of short cycle with 

impact in the management of the rural areas. 

In addition to BGI SA, the FoodLAB has 18 other institutions, including the Vera Cruz Group, Seeds Vivas, 

Silvapor, Iberponics, BlueGrowth, Hortas de Idanha and Sensefinity; of which research entities and Higher 

Education, UBI, IBS, IPCB, IPG and IPV among other associations of the agro-food cluster of the 

Municipality of Castelo Branco, namely CMCD, Coopagrol, AEBB, BioRaia, APABI and Montes da Raia. 

Workshop "Opportunities and challenges of FoodLAB CoLAB" 

As part of the CoLAB launch activities, the FoodLAB Installation Mission, BGI and Idanha a Nova Town Hall 

will promote a series of events, panels and debates taking place from 8 to 10 November in Monsanto , 

Idanah to Nova. And they will involve about 20 experts in sectors relevant to the discussion of climate 

change issues, consequences and impacts in the value chain of food production and processing, short 

cycle chains and management of rural areas. 

The entrance is free but limited to 250 participants and will enter the annual wind of the 3rd edition of I-

Danha Foodlab (https://www.bgi.pt/idanha-food-lab). 
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What are CoLABs? 

 

In order to stimulate the creation of qualified employment generating economic and social value in 

Portugal, the Government promotes "laboratories" for research and innovation that bring together 

companies, universities and scientific centers, called Collaborative Laboratories (CoLAB). 

The CoLABs aim to respond to the challenge of densification of the national territory in terms of activities 

based on knowledge, through a growing consolidation of forms of collaboration between institutions of 

science, technology and higher education, and the economic and social fabric. 

The FCT, within the framework of the National Reform Program, the Interface Program and the Agenda 

"Commitment to Science and Knowledge", is responsible for the creation and operationalization of the 

creation of Collaborative Laboratories with ANI - Agência Nacional de Inovação. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Further Questions: 

Sofia Fernandes 

Head of Marketing and Projects 

BGI 

sofia.fernandes@bgi.pt 

+351 918 702 311 

www.bgi.pt 


